OPM's Selective Placement Programs provide personnel with information on flexibilities
applicable to handicapped individuals and monitor and coordinate Federal personnel
regulations and policies to ensure that handicapped individuals are not adversely affected
by barriers in the personnel system. A major focus is on technical assistance to agency
program officials in regard to the use of the personnel system, development of
understanding about disabilities, job and work site modifications, and resources for
obtaining rehabilitation assistance.

Information Services: OPM provides, through a nationwide system of job information
offices, information on all aspects of employment of handicapped individuals in the Federal
government. Selective Placement Coordinators in each agency provide counseling for job
placement and work with supervisors to increase awareness of the capabilities of a
liandicapped person and techniques for accommodating such persons.

Small Business Administration (SBA)

Special Projects Section

Office of Business Loans

1441 L Street, NW

Washington, DC  20416

(202) 653-6570

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps.

Users Served: Disabled persons, nonprofit organizations established to employ handicapped
persons.

The Organization: The Small Administration (SBA) was established to encourage, assist, and
protect the interests of small businesses. Financial assistance is available through
Handicapped Assistance Loans to small business concerns owned or to be owned by
handicapped individuals and to nonprofit organizations established to employ handicapped
persons.

No financial assistance will be provided if funds are otherwise available from the
applicant's own resources, from a private institution or from other Federal, state or local
programs, including SBA's Guaranty Loan Program.

SBA may guarantee up to 90 percent, not to exceed $500,000, of a loan made by a private
lending institution. Direct loans by SBA are limited to $150,000. Interest rates on direct
loans are 3 percent per year. Interest rates on guaranteed loans are set by the participating
lending institution and must be legal and reasonable and within a maximum allowable
amount which is set periodically by SBA. No direct loan can be approved if a guaranteed
loan is available.

Information Services: SBA provides information about the Handicapped Assistance Loan
Program to any interested individual. SBA has offices located in major cities where
individuals can apply for information and other small business training. For the addresses
of these offices, write to the address above.
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